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Taken together, the "forgotten” diseases are responsible for 500,000 deaths a year
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"Because they disable rather than kill they fall off the political radar," said Professor
David Molyneux of Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine.
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Such a programme could deliver a package of four drugs for just 40 cents per
person a year.

That compares with a minimum of $200 a year to treat HIV/AIDS, $200 to treat a
Go 4 single episode of tuberculosis and $7-10 to treat a single episode of malaria.
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GET WEEKLY EMAIL 4 and colleagues said $200 million a year over five years would pay to get
ALERTING 3 preventative drugs to 500 million individuals and permanently reduce the
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There would also be big knock-on benefits for the fight against HIV and malaria,
since people infected with these diseases are far more likely to get sick, or die, if
parasites have already weakened their immune system.

The four drugs needed in the battle are albendazole, ivermectin and azithromycin --
provided free by GlaxoSmithKline Plc <GSK.L>, Merck & Co Inc <MRK.N> and
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